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Groupe ADP launches the first trial of autonomous shuttles at a French
airport
Groupe ADP has just launched a trial of two fully electric, driverless shuttles – the first at a French
airport. Located in the heart of the airport's business district, Roissypôle, they connect the suburban
train station (RER) to the Environmental and Sustainable Development Resource Centre and Groupe
ADP's headquarters. Keolis, the operator, has joined forces with Navya, the French autonomous
shuttle designer, to carry out the pilot project until July 2018.
This initial trial represents an important milestone in Groupe ADP’s strategy to become a key player
in the autonomous vehicle ecosystem. The itinerary of the two shuttles is unprecedented and presents
great complexity: the aim is to test how the automated vehicles will behave on a high-traffic
roadway, as well as how they merge and pass within an extremely dense environment that includes
many pedestrians.
An intelligent road infrastructure system that uses traffic signals to communicate dynamically with the
shuttles has been set up, a world first, in order to optimise the crossing of the road in complete safety.
Feedback from users (employees and passengers) is also one of the trial's determining factors.

The airport city: a key area for the development of autonomous vehicles
The new autonomous mobility solutions are a strategic concern for the development and
competitiveness of our airports, as they help enhance service quality and the reliability of the various
transportation modes used, in addition to improving road network flow around major hubs.
This initial step will allow Groupe ADP to subsequently roll out this technology on other sites and with
other applications, within a multifaceted area like the airport city. Expanding the itinerary through '
the public roads around Roissypôle could, for example, be considered.
“Autonomous transport services will play a key role in our aim to create a new generation of
connected airports. With this first trial, Groupe ADP is paving the way for developing this technology
within our airport networks in France and abroad. In these constrained environments, autonomous
technology is a lever for optimizing infrastructures for of a new mobility offer.
Our airports' mobility needs are quite considerable – between the various terminals, between car
parks and departure areas, or even airside – and could lead us to develop an autonomous vehicle
fleet in the future. Within the framework of our Innovation Hub programme, the future of mobility is
being built in the heart of the airport city", stated Edward Arkwright, Deputy CEO of Groupe ADP.

The trial project in a few figures
The two shuttles, accessible to persons with reduced mobility, can carry up to 11 seated and 4
standing passengers. Each can reach 25 km/h on a 700-metre-long track. The service operates from
07:30 am to 08:00 pm and is free. An on-demand shuttle service is available by scanning a QR code
with a smartphone.
“Keolis and the ADP Group have been working closely for several years now in order to develop
mobility services adapted to the airport zones of the Paris region. Keolis is proud to be supporting the
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ADP Group in their new autonomous vehicle trial, which enhances the range of services that we
already provide them with, including the management of the Roissypôle bus station, the shuttle buses
for Orly Airport, as well as our partnership with Le Bus Direct, a premium coach service between Paris
and Orly and Charles de Gaulle airports. This is Keolis’ second autonomous shuttle project in the
Greater Paris region, following the launch of a first trial in Paris’ La Defense business district in July 2017,
with the local transport authority, Ile-de-France Mobilités. The Keolis Group is accelerating its
transformation into new mobility solutions, and this new trial strengthens our status as a pioneer in
autonomous mobility, with more than 90,000 passengers carried on our autonomous shuttles since
September 2016.”said Youenn Dupuis, Keolis’ Deputy CEO for Greater Paris region.
"NAVYA is delighted to be marking out the airport of the future together with Groupe ADP and
Keolis. The airport of the future is based on smart and specially adapted mobility solutions that are
able to communicate with the infrastructure that we have set up at Roissypôle with Groupe ADP.
Airports are areas where the traffic is extremely concentrated and so it is really important to manage
and optimise the flow. The aim of this trial is from now on, to provide a service that takes into account
future deployments. Once again, NAVYA is showing that its fleets of autonomous shuttles are just as
suited to improving the daily running of airports as they are to improving the overall passenger
experience" states NAVYA CEO Christophe Sapet.

An up-close look at the drivers of the Innovation Hub programme


OPEN: intended to spread the innovation culture and implement a powerful ecosystem (think
tanks, incubators, the academic world, centres of excellence, etc.).



CONNECT: dedicated to sourcing, qualifying and experimenting with start-ups and innovative
SMEs. More than fifteen projects relating to Smart Airports, new mobility solutions and robotics are
undertaken every year.



INVEST: designed to acquire minority stakes to establish strategic partnerships using the ADP Invest
fund. ADP Invest has invested in PACIFA Decision, Egidium Technologies, Safety Line, and more
recently, Bestmile. Groupe ADP also supports three complementary external funds: X-Ange
Capital 2 (SIPAREX), Cathay Innovation and Elaia Delta.
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Groupe ADP develops and manages airports, including Paris-Charles de Gaulle, Paris-Orly and Paris-Le Bourget. In 2017, the group handled
through its brand Paris Aéroport more than 101 million passengers and 2.3 million metric tonnes of freight and mail at Paris-Charles de Gaulle
and Paris-Orly, and more than 127 million passengers in airports abroad through its subsidiary ADP International. Boasting an exceptional
geographic location and a major catchment area, the Group is pursuing its strategy of adapting and modernizing its terminal facilities and
upgrading quality of services; the group also intends to develop its retail and real estate businesses. In 2017, group revenue stood at €3,617
million and net income at €571 million.
Registered office: 1, rue de France, 93 290 Tremblay-en-France. Aéroports de Paris is a public limited company (Société Anonyme) with share
capital of €296,881,806. Registered in the Bobigny Trade and Company Register under no. 552 016 628.
www.groupeadp.fr

ABOUT KEOLIS
Leading the way in public transport, Keolis partners with public decision makers to make shared mobility an asset for cities and
their communities. Internationally recognised as the leading operator of trams and automated metros, Keolis adopts an
innovative approach with all its partners and subsidiaries (Kisio, LeCab, EFFIA, Keolis Santé and Cykleo) to develop new forms
of shared and customised mobility, and reinforce its core business across a range of transport modes including trains, buses,
coaches, trolleybuses, shared private hire vehicles, river shuttles, ferries, cycles, car sharing services, electric autonomous
vehicles and urban cable cars. In France, Keolis is now the leader in medical transport services through the creation of Keolis
Santé in July 2017 and positioned as the number two car park operator, through its subsidiary EFFIA. The company is 70%
owned by SNCF and 30% by the Caisse de dépôt et placement du Québec (CDPQ). Keolis employs 63,000 people in 16
countries and recorded revenue of 5.4 billion euros in 2017. Each year, over 3 billion passengers worldwide use one of the
shared mobility services offered by Keolis.
*Historically based in France, Keolis has expanded its operations in Germany, Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark,
India, Luxembourg, Norway, the Netherlands, Portugal, Qatar, Sweden, the UK and the USA.

ABOUT NAVYA
NAVYA, created in 2014, is a French company and leading name in the autonomous vehicle market. October 2016 saw
NAVYA secure a 30 million euro raise in capital together with its original shareholder, investment fund Robolution Capital, Cap
Decisif Management with the FRCI Fund (Fonds Régional de Co-investissement de la Région Ile de France), holding company
GRAVITATION, French groups VALEO and KEOLIS. NAVYA benefits from major advances in technology in the driverless, electric
vehicle sector thanks to a highly-qualified R&D team. Christophe Sapet, its CEO, is supported by a team of 210 people divided
up between Paris and Lyon (France) and Saline (Michigan, USA). For more information visit http://navya.tech/
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